
     The struggles and 
achievements of “The 
Greatest” generation 
have been memorialized 
in monuments, books, 
films and songs; but we 
need only look to our 
own families, parish and 
school to appreciate 
what they accomplished. 
This is the story of one 
family's dream, and the 
sacrifice that made it 
come true. 

     Charlie Brennan and Helen Queally 
were born in Yonkers, and came of age as 
the stock market crashed in 1929.  Charlie 
was a bricklayer, like his dad; Helen a 
school teacher.  In the Depression, there 
was no work for masons, so Charlie joined 
the police force.  In 1938, as the economy 
seemed about to recover, Charlie and Helen 
were married and set up housekeeping in a 
Yonkers apartment. 

     After two years, I came wailing into their 
lives, the first (and most 
difficult) of five children; 
eighteen months later, 
World War II began.  At 
35, Charlie was consid-
ered too old for the draft, 
and his civilian occupa-
tion was considered es-
sential for national de-
fense.  My own earliest 
memories are of sitting 
with my mom and grand-
mother in the dark, wait-
ing for dad to come 
home after air raid drills 
and blackouts.  “Home” 
then was the ground –
foor unit of a two-family 
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house, of which dad was 
also the janitor.  After 
that, we moved to a 
third-floor walk-up in 
South Yonkers, owned 
by my dad’s sister's 
brother-in-law. 

     Even as a little boy, I 
sensed my parents’ dis-
comfort with the ar-
rangement. One day, 
dad piled us into an an-
cient automobile and 
drove to a place I had 

never seen before. I remember a gray shale 
ledge covered with a wild tangle of bushes, 
weeds and small trees. A wide track, un-
paved and barely graded, ran down a hill 
alongside the ledge and disappeared into a 
dark and forbidding stand of cattails, ferns 
and reeds.  

     Dad talked about living there.  Not quite 
six at the time, I could not imagine that 
swamp as a place in which I would like to 
live, nor comprehend how my father could 

turn it into a home.  Oth-
ers, much older than me, 
thought him a dreamer, or 
a fool. 

     After two years of plan-
ning what others could not 
imagine, dad began to 
make it real.  Day after 
day, he took me with him 
to that tangle in the 
woods, cleared the land, 
and exposed the rocky 
ledge at the northeast cor-
ner of Alphreka and Ag-
nola Streets in Cecil Park, 
Crestwood, Yonkers, New 
York. 

         Continued on page 12 

 

 

Pat Brennan screening sand at the 

home site on Agnola Street in 1948 

Spring 1949, Charlie mixing mor-

tar for first-floor brick. 

by Patrick Brennan ‘53 
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Dear Alumni, 
 
     This is a busy time of year!  Our second graders cele-
brated their First Holy Communion, our seventh were con-
firmed and our students in kindergarten and eighth grade 
celebrated their graduations.  In May, we had the most suc-
cessful fundraiser of the year, our first annual walk-a-thon, 
where families and friends celebrated Annunciation 
School!  The students had a fun day celebrating school 
spirit and school pride!  

     As I reflect on the  year I can say we accomplished 
many of our goals.  In particular, thanks in part to the gen-
erosity of the alumni , families and friends, we accom-
plished our goals of upgrading our technology infrastruc-
ture, purchasing new computers and providing a technol-
ogy coach for our faculty.   

     I hope that summertime  provides you with opportuni-
ties for family celebrations.  Thank you for all you have 
done and will continue to do for Annunciation! 

                                            

                                          Sincerely, 

 

Letter from the Pastor 
Dear Alumni, 

 

 I once saw a sign outside a church on Park Avenue 
that read: Spring, the earth comes alive!  How true that is in 
Crestwood!  Our neighborhood indeed comes alive with 
trees blooming, flowers blossoming, grass growing - it is so 
beautiful. 

     In the season of spring, our Church also comes alive. 
First Communions, Confirmations, Baptisms and Marriages 
are celebrated, and they remind us of God's love.  Gradua-
tion was celebrated this weekend.  How proud we are of 
these graduates as they join the ranks of our alumni.  We 
wish them well and remind them that Annunciation Parish 
is always their home. 

     Have a good summer and God Bless. 

  
    

                     Sincerely, 

 

 

Letter from the Principal 
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Reunion 2014 News 
  

SAVE THE DATE 
Saturday, May 3, 2014 

 
 
 

 
Classes of  1964, 1969, 1974, 1979, 1984, 1989, 1994 and 1999, 

your reunion has been set for Saturday, May 3, 2014 
 

Please make sure that we have your email so that we can provide you with information about the 
plans as they become available. Send your name, year and mailing address by email to 

mtmccombe@annunciationcrestwood.com.  Now is also the time to reach out to your classmates 
and let them know  that you want to see them there! 

mailto:mtmccombe@annunciationcrestwood.com?subject=May%202014%20Reunion
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     On Saturday, June 15, at 11:00 a.m. Annun-
ciation’s class of 2013, walked into the church 
as students and walked our of the church as 
the school’s newest alumni.  Fifty-six students 
were recognized for their academic accom-
plishments, including ten children of alumni 
(see page 4).  Sr. Patricia Anastasio, PBVM was 
the guest speaker at graduation. 

     Sr. Patricia is the President of the Sisters of 
the Presentation.  She was previously a District 
Superintendent and Associate Superintendent 
of Teacher Personnel and Labor Relations for 
the Archdiocese of New York.   A native of 
Manhattan, Sr. Patricia joined the Presentation 
Sisters after completing high school.  She has 
taught in many schools and was principal of 
Holy Rosary in the Bronx and was also princi-
pal of St. David School in New Orleans, LA. 

     In her talk to the class of 2013, Sr. Patricia 
recalled for the graduates some of the significant events that 
have occurred in the world during their nine years at Annun-
ciation School.  Sister also recalled for them significant per-
sons in the fields of science, history, mathematics, the arts 
and athletics, and reminded them that in their short life thus 
far, they already knew and experienced the teachings of three 
Popes. 

     Most significantly, Sr. Patricia reminded the students of 
the young, remarkable life of 15 year old Malala Yousafzai.  
Malala, an Islamic girl from Pakistan, stood up against the 
Taliban by her writings and determination that she and other 
girls should be educated.  As her message and fame spread, 
the Taliban’s anger grew and, in an attempt to assassinate 
her, she was critically wounded.  She is now writing her 
memoir to raise awareness about the 61 million children 
around the world who are not in school.   

     In her conclusion, Sr. Patricia challenged the graduates to 
remember what they have been taught and stand up for what 
is good, right and just no matter the consequences.  She 
asked them to be a symbol of generosity, hope and courage 
to those who have less than they, whether that be money, 
education, family or friends, and she reminded them to value 
their education as much as Malala Yousafzai. 

     Mrs. Maureen Noonan and Msgr. Dennis Keane presided 
over the ceremony held in a church that was packed to ca-
pacity.  In addition to the awarding of the general diplomas, 
students were asked to stand as their names were called to 
be recognized for exceptional work in each instructional 
subject.   

     In addition, named scholarships were awarded to gradu-
ating students (see the June 2011 newsletter for a story on 

those scholarships) and a number of honors 
were bestowed.  The class valedictorian was 
Eleanor Conlon and the salutatorian was 
Alison Sohr.   

     This graduation marks the final one for 
Mrs. Muriel O'Neil who was honored dur-
ing the ceremony for her twenty-eight years 
of teaching at Annunciation. 

     The week before graduation was filled 
with practices and, on Thursday, June 13, 
there was a special graduation Mass which 
was followed by a graduation dance.  This 
year, the dance was held at Leewood Golf 
Club and was attended by graduates and 
their parents.  Mary Cavallo, wife of Mi-
chael Cavallo ‘80 mother of Vincent, a 
member of the graduation class, reflected 
on having her last child graduate from An-
nunciation.  “It really is bittersweet watch-

ing them at the graduation dance and seeing them graduate.  
It really makes me realize how grown up my children are and 
that they really are ready to move on to that next stage.”   

     John Conlon ‘77, who has twin daughters graduating, one 
of whom is the valedictorian, said, “I can't believe that I 
graduated over 35 years ago and will be handing diplomas to 
my twins, Anna and Eleanor, on Saturday.  So much has 
changed in that time, but not the great experience that An-
nunciation provides, which I can appreciate even more now.  
Congratulations to the Class of 2013!”  

Annunciation Alumni Welcome the Class of 2013 

June 2013 

Class of 2013 Chooses High Schools 

Annunciation’s Class of 2013 will be attending the fol-

lowing high schools in September: 

Regis - 1 

Fordham Prep - 14 

Iona Prep - 7 

Stepinac - 4 

Loyola - 2 

Ursuline - 19 

Maria Regina - 3 

Dominican Academy - 3 

Good Counsel - 1 

Xavier - 1 

Ridgefield HS - 1 

 

Sr. Patricia Anastasio, 

PBVM was the speaker at 

the graduation. 

 



Ten 2013 Graduates are the Children of Alumni! 
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Annunciation Church and Annunciation School are on 

 Facebook! 
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     If it’s one memory that refuses 
to fade with time, it’s of our back-
yard at our former home on 
Crestwood Avenue. Scene of 
childhood “wildlife adventures,” 
family get-togethers, touch foot-
ball, ping pong and “eating out,” 
the backyard was better than Play-
land, better than a fancy restau-
rant and better than the Bronx 
Zoo. It was ours – that is what 
made it the delight it was.  

     It was the place where I saw 
my first pheasant and that started 
a long tradition of bird feeding 
and watching. It was where we 
could take the telescope out at night to see the planets.  The 
backyard was where the dogwood trees, the pachysandra and 
rose bushes attracted rabbits, squirrels and the occasional 
rare visitor like a raccoon.  It was where my mom and dad 
decided to build a screened patio so that my aunts, uncles 
and cousins could attend family barbecues.  And what gath-
erings they were! Dad would spray the coals down with 
lighter fluid or heat them up with that dangerous electrical 
coil and spend a few hours grilling steaks, burgers, corn, 
peppers, potatoes, sausage and whatever else mom had in 
mind.  It was a marvelous scene of family life in the 1960s 
and 70s - lots of people eating too much food spending way 

too many hours together 
(noon to midnight was not 
uncommon) out in the sum-
mer air (minus the mosqui-
toes).   

At night during hot spells, a 
small portable TV with rabbit 
ears (no cable back then!) 
would make an appearance. 
We could watch in relative 
comfort on the patio as cool 
breezes tempered the heat 
that was still bound up within 
the house….During thunder-
storms it was a place I liked to 
go to experience the full 
brunt of the downpours and 
mother nature’s sound and 
light show.  

     My cousin and I hunted 

moths and fire-flies to feed his 
pet frogs on that back lawn.  
When really young (maybe first 
grade) it was where our first dog 
Champ, a big boxer, flipped me 
into the air as he ran wildly 
around the house.  Our second 
dog Lance, a much more sedate 
beagle, would lounge on the 
grass, sleep or lie in wait for 
squirrels. It was where my 
brother taught me how to play 
football and where on a much 
smaller unscreened patio behind 
the garage we set up the ping 
pong table.  It was a place where 
one could sit and think, watch a 

chipmunk scurry between shrubs, or drink lemonade in the 
blazing sun - a marvelous little oasis with privacy when you 
needed it; that transformed into a public place when the op-
posite need arose. 

     Not only was it a playground and a retreat, it was a 
marker for the seasons: bright, hot and verdant in summer; 
red and rich with the smells of fallen dogwood leaves in au-
tumn; blanketed 
in white and buf-
feted by frigid 
winds in winter; 
hopeful, tentative 
and eventually 
flower-filled in 
spring.   

     When I look at 
the poor excuse 
for a backyard 
co n d o m i n iu m s 
give you these 
days and at a time 
when we are 
warned about rov-
ing coyotes and bears, I think how lucky I was. The backyard 
was a view from the kitchen window that I have never for-
gotten and with luck, never will.  That vision brings forth the 
feelings of home - the sights, sounds and aromas that I hope 
can never, ever be taken away.    

     If you have a backyard, use it for what it was meant to be.  
Make memories. 

June 2013 

Friendships were forged in 

the backyard:  Kaityn Fitz-

maurice ’82 and Suzy 

Doyle ‘83 

 

 

 

Backyard birthday parties circa 1970.  

Notice the candy corsage worn by the 

birthday girl, Kathleen Gill ‘79 

Building a human pyramid during a Class of 1967 

graduation party in the Brophy’s backyard 
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Kristen Miano ‘05 Interns for Bon Jovi Tour in St. Louis 

     On March 13, Kristen Miano ‘05 
was one of two St. Louis University 
students selected to intern during the 
Bon Jovi “Because We Can” Tour’s 
stop at the Scottrade Center in St. 
Louis, Mo.  As an intern, college stu-
dents are given the opportunity to 
spend a day learning the ins and outs 
of a concert tour.  
     The Bon Jovi internship program 
takes students who are making a 
positive impact on their community 
and are interested in a future career 
in music, public relations or media, 
and gives them some hands-on, back-
stage experience, as well as a free 
concert ticket.  
     Kristen was nominated for the 
program by her professor, after having been involved at 
SLU’s campus newspaper.  She would be given the chance 
to take photos in the photography pit during the concert.  
“I've been taking photos for my campus newspaper for a 
while, so I was pretty excited to get to shoot something like 

this,” Kristen said. 
     “The actual event 
was pretty fantastic. 
There was a group of 
six of us from differ-
ent schools who 
went.  A lot of what 
we did was just set-
ting up little things.  I 
spent about an hour 
putting tablecloths on 
tables in the ‘VIP 
Lounge,’ which was-
n’t as glamorous as it 
sounds,” she recalled.  
We also laid out T-
shirts and CDs for 
the band to sign and 
handed out gift bags 

to guests.”  
      But then came the exciting part.   
“The tour managers brought us into 
the pit after it was already packed 
with local media folks, but we had a 
pretty decent view regardless,” Kris-
ten said. “We were only allowed to 
shoot during the first two songs, but 
even with the small photo window, it 
was pretty exhilarating to be so close 
to the action.”      
     “Being in the photo pit was some-
thing new for me.  All my photogra-
phy experience has been news-
related. I usually take pictures of 
school events, speakers or rallies/
protests on campus,” Kristen 
said.  “This was the first concert I 

ever shot, and it was kind of exciting.  It was nice to get a 
chance to shoot something creative rather than as a news 
piece, and it’s definitely something I’d like to do again.” 
     The inner workings of a concert were something Kris-
ten didn’t know much about.  “The most interesting thing 
was seeing how many moving parts there are in concert set-
up.  There are so many different people doing so many dif-
ferent things all for one show; it’s a little overwhelming,” 
Kristen said.  “I was working with the management staff 
for the most part, and I have 
to give them credit for how 
calm and organized they 
were.” 
     Kristen notes that taking 
pictures of Jon Bon Jovi was 
easy.  “He is very animated 
and has a great smile,” Kris-
ten said. “But the photo I 
liked best was the one I took 
of Richie Sambora.  The con-
cert lights were flashing be-
hind him, and I think it 
turned out pretty nice.” 

 

Jon Bon Jovi at the concert in St. Louis.      

Concert photos by Kristin Miano ‘05 

 

Kristin’s favorite photo from the 

night is of band member Richie 

Sambora. 

 

Kristen Miano ‘05 

Photo courtesy of Noah Berman 

http://school.annunciationcrestwood.com


Around the School and Parish 

Page 7 

It was a Mad Men 60s era meets Sock Hop 50s era theme at the mixer held in the school gym on 

February 23.   The event was co-hosted by the CYO and Home School Association. 

Annunciation Contributes to Health 

Adult Mixer 

On February 10, Annunciation held a blood drive.  Here, Billy 

Golden, father of Danny ‘08, Kristine ‘09, Liam ‘12 and 

Timmy ‘13 makes a donation.   

Right:  Christopher 

and Cara Taylor 

The Parish is fortunate to have two automated external defibrillators (AED), 

which are important tools used to save a life in the event of a heart-related 

medical emergency.  One AED, located in Annunciation’s gym, which is the 

location of numerous athletic, school and parish events, was donated to the 

school.  The other, located in the Church, was paid for by the parish.  Inter-

ested parishioners and school staff have been and will be trained in the cor-

rect usage of these devices. 

Left:  Mike Spano 

and Martin Kenny 

June 2013 



Schoolhouse Rock 
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Around the School and Parish 

Science Fair 

The school gym was buzzing on March 14 when Grades 5, 6 and 7 held their science fair.  Students worked in groups 

to study and present some aspect of science.  The fair was visited by all the other grades in the school during the day, 

and by the parents at night.  Left, Catherine Bryceland and Mackenzie Moyna (daughter of Michele DeSola ‘80) are 

ready to discuss and demonstrate the principles of light refraction, while Robert and Stephen Tirelli prove that people 

who double dip do, in fact, contaminate the dip!  All four students are in the 6th Grade. 

The cast of Schoolhouse Rock, this year’s school play, 

which was performed for classmates, families and friends 

on the weekend of April 12-13, 2013.  The moderators of 

this after-school club are Sr. Theresa and Ms. Ashley Lear. 

                                       Photos courtesy of Karen McCrory 

The Annunciator 
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Around the School and Parish 
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Lip Sync 

The perpetually favorite lip sync event was held in 

the school gym on Friday, April 19.  This event allows 

students from Pre-K to 8 to perform while lip syncing 

to their favorite songs.   

Above,  fifth graders talk to Chris Gallin, lip sync’s 

long-time emcee; top right, fourth graders go Gang-

nam Style and second graders dance in poodle skirts 

and saddle shoes. 

Photos courtesy of Karen McCrory 



Celebrating Wedding Anniversaries 

Congratulations to Annunciation parishioner Jim Walsh who was chosen 

as the Westchester County Aide to the Grand Marshall in the 252nd New 

York City St. Patrick's Day Parade. The selection was acknowledgement 

of years of Jim’s unselfish, dedicated and distinguished service to the NY 

and Irish communities plus it is the acknowledgement of his contribu-

tion to Irish faith, culture and heritage.  Jim is the father of Shannon ‘08, 

Kerri ‘10 and John ‘13. 
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Around the School and Parish 

Above, from left, Ingaborg and Daniel Coleman are married 60 

years, while Madeline and John Pizzuto and Evelyn (Annunciation 

School nurse) and Joe Cosgrove are married 50 years. 

Right top, Patrick and Jeanne Bickerstaff Dolan ‘78 and Katie 

Angelilli Sullivan ’78 and Danny Sullivan ‘78 celebrate 25 years.  

In addition to these couples, Frances and John Aurrichio, Claire 

and Bruce Buff, Jeanne and Lloyd Doran, Colette and Michael 

Geary and Margaret and Brian McCarthy also marked 25 years. 

NYC St. Patrick’s Parade Honor 

On April 27, at the 5:00 p.m. Mass, Annuncia-

tion parish joined the celebration with parish-

ioners who have their 60th, 50th and 25th wed-

ding anniversaries during 2013.  During the 

Mass, the couples renewed their wedding vows.   



June 2013 Page 11 

St. Patrick’s and St. Joseph’s Feast Day Celebrations 

Around the School and Parish 

Annunciation Parish celebrates both St. Patrick’s Day and St. Joseph’s Day in March.  

Above, Jack Murphy ‘12, son of John Murphy ‘73, warms up his bodhran.  Sarah Carr, Riley 

Deane, Emily Carr, Ciara Mahoney, Delia O'Lunney, Alana O'Lunney, and Rebecca 

McFarland (Annunciation students in grades K to 5) all performed to the delight of the 

crowd, while Eileen Deighan ‘12 rehearsed in her championship dress prior to dancing.   

The gym was crowded as parishioners celebrated St. Joseph’s Day with a dinner of soup and bread.  Annun-

ciation students, who earned volunteer hours for school requirements, served the soup to hungry atten-

dees. 
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Crestwood as the American Dream  
Continued from page 1 

     He brought in a bulldozer, dug 
out a good portion of that ledge, 
then squared and framed the foot-
ings for a foundation.  I was given 
the task of screening the excavated 
material to extract sand for the con-
crete.  Over the course of three 
summers, I would screen all the 
sand for the concrete and mortar 
that to this day bind the bricks of 50 
Agnola Street. 

     We worked hard, but we did not 
work alone.  One day, a New York 
City fireman, building a home nearby, stopped to discuss a 
problem.  Dad left me at my screening and went off to see if 
he could help.  That fireman came back often to help dad lay 
concrete block—and learn what he needed to build his own 
place. 

     Other Yonkers cops came by to lend muscle when dad 
was capping off the basement and setting the joists to sup-
port the first floor.  Our Kilduff cousins, carpenters, made 
quick work of that critical task as we completed the first 
summer of construction.  Then my parents 
went to the bank.  On the basis of the im-
provement dad had made in the land, they 
obtained the credit needed to go forward, 
and once the winter was over, we started 
our second season of construction. 

     We also began to make ourselves at 
home in Crestwood.  On Saturday after-
noons, we would stop by the basement 
church on Westchester Avenue at St. Elea-
nora’s Lane for Confession.  We would 
occasionally run into the hardware store in 
Tuckahoe, and sometimes have lunch at the 
diner in town.  Dad even gave me time off 
to run over through the barren space we 
called “the dump” and play ball on the peb-
bly field behind the church, with kids who 
would later become my classmates. 

     Frequently, we visited some other con-
struction site to help a cop, fireman or 
cousin who had (or would later on) contrib-
ute to the building of our house.  My Uncle 
Bill drove up from Long Island; cops and 
firemen from Yonkers and the city stopped 
by to return the favors mom and dad had 
extended to them. 

     Before the summer was over, I had been 

given some basic bricklayer training, 
and was set to work building up the 
inside of the living room fireplace.  
Dad, of course, did the facing.  By 
October the house was enclosed, and 
my parents went to the bank again. 

     Construction was concluded in 
1950. Mom’s cousin, Artie Stewart, 
lathed and plastered the entire house; 
the Kilduffs laid the solid oak floors 
while dad finished and tiled the bath-
rooms.  We moved in as planned on 
November 25th, one week to the day 
after my sister Mary was born.  The 

front yard was a field of mud, the walk a row of planks, the 
door a makeshift array of boards secured by latch and lock. 

     There was a lot left to do, but we were, finally, home in a 
home of our own.  Only love and sacrifice made it possible. 
Dad juggled two full-time jobs as he built that house and 
paid for it in the years that followed.  Mom raised, fed, 
clothed, and prepared first three, then four, then five chil-
dren to live, study, pray, and respect.  

     What they went without, we enjoy today.  We started off 
with an icebox in that South 
Yonkers walk-up. Before the age of 
pampers and appliances with micro-
processor brains, my mother 
washed diapers, socks and under-
wear with a cake of soap and a 
washboard in the kitchen.  

     What they dreamed, they sacri-
ficed to give to us.  Dad died in 
1962, after only 55 years on this 
earth.  How many more were con-
sumed in those three years of con-
struction?  Their dreams envisioned 
more than security and comfort. 
Everything they did for us, every-
thing they taught us, came from, 
and led us to, faith. “God is good,” 
dad would say, “keep the faith.”  

     Their sacrifice was for more than 
a Catholic home; it fostered a 
Catholic education as well.  We all 
graduated from Annunciation: Pat-
rick in ‘53, Charles, Jr. in ‘58, Denis 
in ‘59, Ellen in ‘60 and Mary in ‘64. 
When her children were old enough, 
Helen  Brennan, school  teacher, re- 

                        Continued on page 13 

 

 

Finished house about 1953 

The Brennan family at Pat’s 1953 

graduation from Annunciation 

The Annunciator 
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Annunciation's Linkedin Group is for alumni, family and friends of Annuncia-

tion.  Joining Annunciation School (Crestwood, NY) will enable you to net-

work with fellow Annunciation alumni and friends and also enable them to 

find you.  Danny Lawrence ‘94 recently created the group, and it's open to 

all.   Join today!  

Continued from page 12 

sumed her career, teaching at Annunciation School for more 
than 20 years, including three for which she took no pay.  

     It did not take long for Agnola Street to fill up.  The John 
Jacobs family bought footage from us and built the house next 
door.  Another family built and moved in next to them.  Be-
tween Alphreka and Juana, three more homes were con-
structed by the time I had graduated from Annunciation. 

     It did not take us long to discover the wonder and enchant-
ment of the “swamp” I once found so forbidding.  In the 
depth of winter we could prowl through it on the ice (and even 
learned to skate), holding on to the bushes as we uncovered 
the domain of beaver, muskrat and other denizens of the wild.  

Alas, “progress” demolished the dams, evicted the deni-
zens, and made room for more families like us. 

     Eventually, Alphreka Street was paved through to 
George, and an enlightened city council renamed it 
“Alpha.”  Today, no vestige remains of the ledge, the shale, 
the reeds and brambles.  Where Charlie and Helen Brennan 
dared to dream, envision, and build a home for their chil-
dren, scores of other families reside in conventional subur-
ban security. 

     I don’t know who dwells at 50 Agnola Street today, but 
whoever they are, they live in a monument to love, faith, 
endurance, and sacrifice. 

Crestwood as the American Dream  

 
And What About the House Today? 

     Geraldine and Michael Flynn bought the house  at 50 Agnola on May 1, 
1997, but didn’t occupy it until they moved in after their wedding on June 
21, 1997.   Geri says, “We immediately fell in love with the neighborhood.  

Our neighbors were so kind and welcoming 
to us, especially the McElroy's across the 
street.” 

     Coincidentally, the Flynns, like the Bren-
nans, have five children.  Liam, graduated 
from Annunciation in 2012 and attends 
Fordham Prep.  Ryan, who just graduated 
from Annunciation, will be joining his 
brother at Fordham in September.  Sean will graduate from Annunciation in 2015, fol-
lowed by James in 2018 and Michaela in 2020. 

     Mike Flynn works for a hedge fund in Manhattan and Geri is a stay-at-home mom.  
In addition to the five children, the Flynns have three dogs.  In 2005, the family needed 
more space and bought the O’Rourke house (former home of Alice ’68, Andrew ’70 and 
Aileen ’73) on Crestwood Avenue.  The Flynns kept 50 Agnola and Geri’s mother, Peggy 

Bracken, lives there now and also loves the neighborhood.  

 

The Flynn children  

June 2013 

http://www.linkedin.com/groups/Annunciation-School-Crestwood-NY-4740855?itemaction=mclk&anetid=4740855&impid=4740855-1837503&pgkey=anet_about&actpref=anet_about-gbm&trk=anet_about-gbm-group&goback=%2Eanb_1837503_*2_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1
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The May Procession—Now and Then 

Above, Bernie Scolaro, holding Mary’s crown on 

a pillow as she approaches the ladder which 

she will have to climb in order to crown Mary in 

the May Procession in 1965.  Right, Fr. Ray-

mond Hyland leads the altar boys in procession 

prior to the crowning.   

The honor of crowning Mary was given to the 

youngest female first grader. 

  Photos courtesy of Mark Scovotti 

May Procession 1965 

The Annunciator 

The privilege of crowning Mary is 

now given to an 8th grader who is 

selected by her peers.  Caroline 

Kuntz, left, crowned Mary and was 

assisted by Dimitri Chondrogiannis 

who is in kindergarten and carried 

the crown to the altar.  At right, 

Mary is now crowned in the church. 

May Crowning 2013 
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Can You Help Us Find These Missing Alumni? 

1948 

Maureen Wright 

 

1949 

Terry Lopez 

Carmen Sarmiento 

 

1950 

Marcia Kayatt 

Mary Anne McGowan 

 

1951 

Barbara Higgins 

Yvonne Lopez 

Carol Wigle 

 

1952 

Clarice Tedeschi 

 

1953 

Carol Acken 

Irma Danese 

June Lawlor 

Rose Mary McGowan 

Anne Sullivan 

 

 

1954 

John Baker 

Linda Caraccia 

Phyllis Carosella 

Loretta Devlin 

Mary Ellen Gilmartin 

Judith Ream 

 

1955 

Joan Larkin 

Geraldine Lucian 

Bernard Manning, Jr. 

Mary Theresa McGowan 

Carol Ann Meighan 

Helen Rubbo 

Adelaide Trainor 

 

1956 

Marnie Brennan 

Mary Ann Campanella 

Barbara Devlin 

Joan Erickson 

Lorraine Liddle 

Phyllis Macrino 

 

 

 

1957 

Mary Fleischner 

Cassie Harakel 

Sally O’Neal 

Mary Sullivan 

 

1958 

John Carney 

Jack Caroul 

Arlene Dunne 

Dolores Krug 

June MacHaffie 

Jeanne Neary 

Maria K. Partenheimer 

Mary Clare Primiano 

Joyce Pulver 

Joseph Rodriguez 

 

1959 

Diane Coretti 

Virginia Larkin 

Margaret Ludt 

Carol Ottusch 

 

It has been an almost four year process of trying to document and locate every one of the 3,509 graduates of Annunciation 

School from 1948 to 2013.  Despite our best efforts, and searches high and low, some graduates seem to have disappeared.  

Can you help us locate any of the graduates named below from the 1940s and 1950s?  If you can help with a confirmed email 

or mailing address or even a hint (women can be notoriously hard to find due to changes to married names!), please email 

Mary Theresa Gill McCombe ‘75 at mtmccombe@annunciationcrestwood.com with whatever information you can provide.  

Thank you in advance for any help! 

Look for the October 2013 issue to have the names of  those missing from the  

1960s and 1970s.   

The February 2014 issue will have the names of  those missing from the  

1980s and beyond. 

With your help, we can find everyone! 

 

June 2013 

mailto:mtmccombe@annunciationcrestwood.com?subject=Lost%20Alumni
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    In addition to Math, Peg also 
taught reading, English, science and 
religion.  Though she was a 6th grade 
teacher for the majority of her years 
at Annunciation, she also taught 
grades 3 through 5.   Her stellar aim 
came from her love of baseball, and 
she coached Bruce’s Crestwood cub 
scout softball team to the champion-
ship in 1957 over much more athleti-
cally skilled teams. Bruce remembers 
that others on that team included 
Tim Arnstein ‘60, Eugene Fulton ‘61, 
Jim Duffy ‘60, and Gerald Muller ‘61. 
Says Bruce, “Her baseball skills obvi-

ously translated to her classroom accuracy with erasers and 
chalk.  Teaching at Annunciation was the center of my 
mother’s life.  I thank  her former students for keeping her 
memory alive.” 

As a result of Bruce’s comment, the following discussion 

about Peg Connors continued… 

From Frank Battaglia ‘67—Mrs. Connors was my all-time 

favorite! 

From Bob Linderman ‘66—Mrs. Connors kept kids after 

school for trivial things like flunking a quiz.  However, by stay-

ing late you corrected your mistakes and 

learned.  She drove Fr. Hyland nuts because 

she would keep altar boys late, even on days of 

altar boy meetings. 

From Larry Candela ‘72—Mrs. Connors 

used to snack on a lot of pretzels in class.  One 

day she forgot herself and bit into the chalk. 

From Felicia Candela ‘67—Mrs. Connors got 

mad at me for not showing my work in long 

division, until I proved to her that I didn’t need 

to.  Guess who ended up a math major in col-

lege? 

From James Magnotta ‘68—Mrs. Connors...one of the best.  

On the first day of school she said that if we had zippers in our 

heads she could jut place the info in there but since we didn’t… 

 

     We asked graduates, on the Annunciation 

School Facebook page, if they remembered 

clapping erasers.  Their responses were 

funny and brought back many memories 

including one of a long-time Annunciation 

teacher. 

From Nancy McArthur ‘68 - I sure do.  It 

was fun going outside to clap them. 

From Frank Battaglia ‘67—It was a way to get 

outside! 

From Mark Avallone ‘67—A big no-no was 

to clap the erasers against the outside walls 

where the playground was.  They always left those telltale marks. 

From James Magnotta ‘68—Yes indeed.  We got in big trouble 

once for not clapping them together but smacking them against the 

wall of the school.  Hank McCadden and I would do it and then 

throw them up high enough in the air so our guys in the 8th grade 

classroom could see them through the window.  Sister was not so 

amused! 

From Malcolm MacKenzie ‘74—That was fun creating the 

dust clouds in the back of the school. 

From Cathy Florio Revellese ‘74—I loved that 

job! 

From John Regan ‘75—I found myself in the 

back of the school clapping erasers so often I was 

something of an expert by the end! 

And finally from Bruce Connors ‘60—Yes, and 

my mom could hit anyone in her class with one! 

     By today’s standards, Bruce’s comment 
about his mother, beloved 6th grade math 
teacher, Peg Connors, seems outrageous, but 
Peg Connors taught at Annunciation from 
1958 to 1994 when Catholic school discipline 
was a little bit different than it is today.  Mrs. 
Connors was well known to turn from the board and peg a 
student who was whispering to a friend in class with a piece 
of chalk and the occasional blackboard eraser.  She had great 
aim!   

 

“The Annunciator” Asks:  

Do You Remember Clapping Erasers? 

 

Mrs. Peg Connors 

The Annunciator 
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More Than Anything, We Want to Hear From You! 

 

 Have you ever held elected office or worked in the political arena? 

 Are you a lawyer?  Do you have a specialty? 

 

Please email MTMC525@aol.com with your answers.   

Be sure to include your full name and class year. 

Astor Place Hairstylists Documentary 

      The family business of Paul ‘70 and John Vezza ‘74 is 
the subject of a documentary which is being prepared for its 
debut this year. 

     Karen Gehres is a filmmaker whose first documentary, 
Begging Naked, was recognized by the Library of Congress for 
inclusion in its motion picture division’s permanent collec-
tion, a rare honor.  Now she takes on the story of Astor 
Place Hairstylists—an interesting and unique fifty-chair hair 
styling business located near the corner of Astor Place and 
Broadway in Manhattan’s East Village and owned by the 
Vezza family. 

     “I've known about Astor since the early 80’s.  I just re-
member people waiting outside for their turn in the chair, 
the endless stream of mohawks exiting the place and curious 
people looking in the window like it was a zoo.  I started 
getting my hair done there again in recent years after wasting 

money going to 
‘foo foo’ salons 
and being disap-
pointed,” says 
Karen.  “When 
so many of my 
favorite places 
in NYC started 
to close because 
of sky-rocketing 
rent, I started to 
think about As-
tor.  I feared it 
would be next 
on the chopping 
block.  I was 
surprised a fea-
t u r e - l e n g t h 

documentary hadn’t 
been done yet. So I 
went to work.” 

     The project has 
been over two years in 
the making and Karen 
has utilized the website 
kickstarter.com to help 
fund her production 
and editing costs, rais-
ing over $8,000.   “I 
started shooting by do-
ing a sit-down interview 
with John  and his fa-
ther, Enrico.  Then I 
went in to do further 
shooting whenever I 
got the chance.”   

     In addition to the financial support raised through Kick-
starter.com, Karen has had the help of two cameramen who 
she has worked with elsewhere.  She has also had help from 
an editor and sound editor.  Music has even been donated for 
use in the film.  Says Karen, “I've had so much support from 
everyone, even people I've never met.” 

     The Vezza family has owned Astor Place through three 
generations.  It has been said that it is the largest barbershop 
in the world.  In the late 1980s, when Astor had over 100 bar-
bers, the shop began doing specialty haircuts and people lined 
up on the sidewalks and waited for an hour just to get inside 
and have their hair cut.  Today, the price of a men’s haircut 
ranges from $16 to $20—a bargain, especially by New York 
City standards.   In addition to men’s cuts, Astor does 
women’s cuts and any type of service that a  salon  would  of- 

                                                                 Continued on page 25 

 

Filmmaker, Karen Gehres 

 

All in the family—Paul ‘70, John ‘74, their 

father, Enrico, John’s son Matt ‘00 and 

his cousin, Chris 

June 2013 

mailto:mtmc525@aol.com?subject=Upcoming%20Stories%20Annunciation%20Newsletter
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Barbara McVey Teaches for 20 years 
     This month, Barbara McVey finishes her 
twentieth year of teaching at Annunciation 
School.  Hired in September 1993 by then prin-
cipal Sr. Anne Massell, Barbara initially taught 
5th grade homeroom.  She is now a 6th grade 
homeroom teacher, and continues in her origi-
nal role as 5th/6th social studies teacher. 

     Raised in the Kingsbridge section of the 
Bronx, Barbara is a graduate of St. John’s gram-
mar school, the Academy of the Sacred Heart 
of Mary (now closed) and the College of Mt. St. 
Vincent, where she received a degree in psy-
chology. 

     Barbara previously taught at St. Brendan’s, 
St. Gabriel’s, St. Clare’s and Transfiguration 
School.  She began her career as a 7th and 8th grade teacher, 
but enjoys teaching students in any of the upper (5-8) grade 
levels.  “In the older grades, the children are capable of so 
many things and are eager to engage in great conversations 
about topics we are learning.  I find this to be true especially 
in religion.”  Interestingly, at Annunciation Barbara has had 
the experience of teaching children whose parents she taught 
at other schools.   

     As the social studies teacher, Barbara covers American 
history, both North and South America, with the 5th graders 
and ancient history (China, Egypt, Greece, etc.) with the 6th 
graders.  “I love history, because I love the story of people.  It 
is fascinating to help the children learn about people who 
started from nothing and became great civilizations.” 

     She also likes incorporating technology into 
her classroom.  “Kids are so tech savvy today 
that it is great to engage them in learning 
through technology.  This year we have had 
some assistance with professional development 
in this area when the school hired someone to 
work with the teachers part-time on incorporat-
ing technology.  I have found this to be very 
helpful.”      

     When asked about why she likes Annuncia-
tion, Barbara says, “This is a fabulous place.  
This is home.  The faculty and parents are won-
derful people.  I have always felt comfortable 
here.  I think that I am here for the same reason 
as the parents are here and that is to help make 

their children the best people they can be.  I think of them 
as ‘my kids’.  I enjoy seeing them ‘get’ a concept and see 
that light go off in their heads.  They are our future, and I 
think that Annunciation has produced a lot of wonderful 
children.” 

     Over the years, Barbara has seen lots of changes.  At 
times the students moved between classes.  Now on occa-
sion, the students remain in their classroom and the teach-
ers are the ones who move.  Class sizes have ranged from 
as little as 24 to as many as 31 over the years.  One thing 
that hasn’t changed is Barbara’s fondness for Disney char-
acters which is well known to her current and former stu-
dents.  Winnie the Pooh stuffed animals still sit on her 
bookshelves and she wears a Mickey Mouse watch! 

Help Support Annunciation School 

 

Donations by check: 

Payable to Annunciation School 

465 Westchester Avenue 

Crestwood, NY 10707 

Donations by Credit Card: 

Via the School’s Web Site 

http://school.annunciationcrestwood.com/giving 

If you appreciate the Annunciation School education that you received, please 

consider making a donation to the school today.   

Your donation ensures that Annunciation School remains strong and continues to 

provide a quality Catholic education. 

 

Mrs. Barbara McVey 

The Annunciator 

http://school.annunciationcrestwood.com/giving
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Annunciation’s Lower Church  

As many know, the lower church was the only church prior to the construction and completion of the upper church in 

1958.  According to our parish history, Monsignor Timothy J. Dugan, first pastor of Annunciation Church, wanted the 

sculptures to be warm and strong. He commissioned Frank Feigeler to carve the statues and the masterpiece altar trip-

tych in oak which depicts the Five Joyful Mysteries and highlights the Annunciation.  The statue of Mary, below right, was 

originally in the grotto in the lower church, which was closed off many years ago.            Photos courtesy of Ryan McCombe 

June 2013 



Park Bench Anniversary by Marie Villani-York ‘93 
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     In 1993, a gaggle of Crest-
wood moms decided to make 
their informal playgroup a bit 
more official and a lot larger. 
They called it Park Bench.  Ad-
vertising in the church bulletin, 
the group attracted around thirty 
children and their mothers that 
first year, recalled Diane Doyle 
Vezza ‘75, one of Park Bench’s 
founding members.   At the time, 
Diane was not only a graduate of 
the school, but she was a current 
Annunciation parishioner, a 
member of the parish council 
and a mother of two young chil-
dren (Matthew ‘00 and Katie 
‘03).   

     Msgr. James Moore, who was then pastor of Annuncia-
tion, knew that there was a need and tapped Diane to help 
fill it.  Park Bench was held in the Parish Room of the An-
nunciation rectory, where youngsters played while moms 
chatted over cups of coffee. 

     Many of the mothers at the time were staying at home 
with their children, but had their teaching degrees, Diane 
said. Calling on their education, the moms would volunteer 
to lead the children in various arts and crafts activities or to 
bring snacks to enjoy.  Meanwhile, she said, “Toys just 
started to appear in that closet.” 

     The group seemed to fill a void for stay-at-home moms 
of children who were too young to attend Annunciation, and 

Diane added, offered a 
perfect segue into 
school life. When their 
children were old 
enough to begin An-
nunciation, she ex-
plained, many of the 
moms would see 
plenty of friendly faces 
that first day.  It just 
became hugely popu-
lar,” she said. 

     As it marks its  
20th anniversary this 
year, Park Bench con-
tinues to be just as 
popular with local 
moms, as well as care-
givers. 

     This year, forty-two families 
signed up to participate in Park 
Bench with a total of forty-six 
children.  The group still meets 
in the Parish Room, and con-
tinues many of the events of 
years past, like photos with 
Santa Claus, potluck dinners, 
arts and crafts activities and 
collecting donations for the 
Thanksgiving Dinner Drive. 

     This year over the winter, a 
group of moms put their kids 
to bed and met for drinks at 
Stephen’s Green in Tuckahoe. 
As they soon discovered, it is 

much easier to chat and learn more about each other with-
out the little ones running around. The fun get-together, 
however, pales in comparison to years past when moms 
used to routinely celebrate one another’s birthdays with a 
night on the town. It was called Birthday Club.  The events 
became so popular and so well-attended, Diane joked, most 
of the time you weren’t even sure whose birthday it was. 

     What makes Park Bench so special, said Kathy Jedlicka, 
who co-runs the group with Cathryn Melnyk Duffy ‘92, is 
“it’s a place for mothers and caregivers to come to get to 
know each other and become involved in the Annunciation 
and Crestwood communities.”  She continued, “This year, 
we’ve had many newcomers to the neighborhood join.  Park 
Bench offers a way for those new to the neighborhood to 
become part of the community.” 

     Diane echoed Kathy’s sentiments, saying, “I didn’t really 
know some of my very good friends until I met them 
through Park Bench.” 

     The group meets during the school year only, from Sep-
tember to June, and follows the school calendar. 

 

Little ones are ready to make music! 

 

The slide produces smiles. 
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Wonderful Reunion Evening Held for Five Classes 

     On Saturday, April 27, the 
classes of 1963, 1968, 1973, 1978 
and 1983 held a reunion at Lee-
wood Golf Club in Eastchester, 
NY.  Not even a major detour of 
traffic on the Bronx River Park-
way could keep 149 alumni and 
their guests away. 

     In addition to the graduates, 
five former faculty members were 
in attendance.  Mrs. Marilee 
Collins, former 7th grade teacher, 
Mrs. Mary Ann Seiler, former 8th 
grade teacher, Mr. Tom Caserta, 
former 6th grade teacher, Mrs. 
Gail Kelmer-Ramirez, former  5th 
Grade teacher and Miss Ethel 
Pizzuti, former 1st grade teacher, 
were all sponsored by graduates as 
guests at the event. 

     Detours on the Bronx River Parkway permitted some 
alumni to arrive at Leewood via a route through the old 
neighborhood.  Some walked from Crestwood train station, 
passing by their former homes while others drove, winding 
through the streets past the church, the school, and other 
favorite places. 

     The festivities began at 6:30, and 
by 7:30 the room was buzzing with 
the energy and enthusiasm that come 
from being reunited with childhood 
friends.  Msgr. Dennis Keane, pastor 
of Annunciation, welcomed those in 
attendance and shared with them 
how wonderful the parish and school 
at Annunciation still is.  Mrs. Mau-
reen Noonan, the principal of An-
nunciation, thanked the graduates for 
their reunion class gifts, which to-
taled over $2,000 and also thanked 
them for their response to last sum-
mer’s technology fundraising efforts.   

     Mary Theresa Gill McCombe ‘75, 
the volunteer who runs the reunion 
program, introduced the faculty who 
were able to come and read letters 
from two faculty members who were 
unable to attend.  Mrs. Sara Hult Sul-
livan, former 4th grade teacher, sent 
a note from her home in Florida 
thanking the students for the invita-

tion to attend, but reminding 
them that, if they were 45 years 
older than they were then, that 
they probably have figured out 
that she is turning 96 this year 
and that a trip to New York 
would not be possible!  She 
wished them well and hoped 
they had a wonderful night.  
Sr. Martin Imelda, now known 
as Sr. Anna Veronica Oncia, 
also sent a note, saying that her 
memories of her years teaching 
at Annunciation and of the 
students and their families 
were memories she still treas-
ures. 

     One member of each of the 
four classes from the 60s and 

the 70s had volunteered to help collect autobiographies for 
their classes.  Thanks go out to Ray Mirra ‘63, Marian Molloy 
Heinzinger ‘68, Kathryn Neville Browne ‘73 and Jacqueline 
Mollica Savarese ‘78 who were the volunteers compiling doz-
ens of personal stories from their classmates.  For the most 
part, these booklets were distributed by email prior to the 
reunion.  The exception to this is the Class of 1963, which 
wanted to also include photos from the reunion and com-

ments post-reunion in the document 
that serves as a “yearbook” of their 
50th anniversary of graduation from 
the school. 

     Some people traveled great dis-
tances to attend.  An Annunciation 
alumni T-shirt was given to the two 
women who traveled the farthest.  In 
a first of its kind, both women’s dis-
tances had to be measured in nautical 
miles, since Anne Garcia Cournoyer 
‘78 had traveled from Hawaii and 
Sandy Muller ‘63 had traveled from 
Italy.  The two men who traveled the 
farthest were both from Orlando, 
FL.  Brian Cherico ‘68 beat out Rich-
ard Pitz ‘68 by a mere eight miles for 
the title of farthest traveled male.  
Both men were awarded an Annun-
ciation alumni baseball cap for their 
efforts. 

 

                           Continued on page 22 

 

The Sweeney siblings, Mary Lee ‘68, Richard ‘73 and 

Madeleine ‘78 pose together. 

 

The Class of 1963 gathers for a group 

photo. 
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Reunion Celebration 

Cont. from page 21 

     In a twist on an old 
theme, Anne Garcia 
Cournoyer ‘78 had her 
classmates and the 
faculty in attendance 
autograph her T-shirt, 
making it a truly spe-
cial memento.   

     In attendance were 
more than a couple of 
sets of siblings.  The 
Sweeney family had 
three in attendance:  
Mary Lee ‘68, Richard 
‘73 and Madeleine ‘78.  
Also in attendance were the Molloy sisters, Marian and 
Kathy, both Class of 1968, the Raymond brothers, Christo-
pher ‘68 and Peter ‘73 and the Mollica sisters, Jackie ‘78 and 
Christine ‘83. 

     Jean Valla McAvoy ‘68 was introduced to all the atten-
dees and was kind enough to sing two songs.  The first, was 
Sweet and Low, a song taught to her by former principal Sr. 
Maurice, which she knew would be recognized by her class.  
The second song was a song that she had written called 
Close to the Bone.  Jean shared that she has been singing for 
twenty-seven years with a group called Betty and The Baby 
Boomers.   

     Four hours was not enough time to spend together and  
many of  the classes found local restaurants at which to con-
tinue the festivities into the early morning on Sunday. 

     Prior to the reunion, classmates were already connecting 
via email.  Memories were shared, photos were emailed, and 
old rivalries were 
recalled.  After the 
reunion, the emails 
continued with 
some classes already 
making plans for 
getting together this 
summer and others 
planning to get to-
gether again before 
their next “official” 
reunion five years 
from now. 

     Some attendees 
shared their feelings 
about the experience 
of attending the re-

union in emails circulated 
in the week following. 

     Jane Bari Bartholo-
mew ‘63 said she and her 
husband, Clark, had a 
great time. “It does not 
feel like 50 years have 
gone by, and we all seem 
very ‘young at heart.’  I 
found our biographies to 
be really interesting and 
think that we all have 
become great achievers in 
life.  I also thought that 
we all looked exactly the 
same...except older.”    

     Tim Kelley ‘73 said, “The reunion truly was a lot of fun.  
Crestwood and Annunciation was, and continues to be, a 
great place for families, friendships and memories.  Last 
night was proof of that.  I look forward to the next one.”  
His classmate, Kathy Neville Browne ‘73, echoed his senti-
ments. “What a terrific evening.  I had so much fun, and it 
certainly looked like everyone did too!  We missed those of 
you who couldn't make it and hope you will be there at the 
next reunion, and I hope we can do an unofficial class of 
1973 get-together before five more years go by!” 

     Perhaps Mike Cappelli ‘78 summed it up the best when 
he said, “I am so happy I went. Seeing everyone not only 
brought back fond memories which will never be forgotten, 
but it made me realize how lucky we all were to have parents 
who wanted their children to grow up in a close, tight-knit 
neighborhood like Crestwood and the surrounding commu-
nities. That is apparent by how many of us either stayed in 

Crestwood or 
ventured out not 
too far from 
there.” 

     “I have a feel-
ing,” he contin-
ued, “that friend-
ships will start up 
again as a result of 
this reunion. Not 
that they ever left, 
but people will 
stay in touch with 
the ones who they 

 lost touch with 
over the years.   I 

   Cont. on page 23 

 

The Class of 1973 gathers for a photo as they celebrate their forty 

year anniversary reunion. 

 

The Class of 1968 gathers for a group photo with childhood friends. 

The Annunciator 
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Reunion Celebration 

Continued from page 22 

have younger children and I keep trying to tell them that the 
friends they meet now are most likely the friends they will 
keep thoughout their life and how important that is.” 

 It wasn’t easy fitting everyone from the Class of 

1978 into a photo!  Former faculty member, Tom Ca-

serta, front left, joins the class. 

Jane Bari, Sue Carpenter Singer, Ray Mirra and 

Michele Grey Heiss, all Class of 1963. 

Kalyan, son of John Angelori ‘68, in white shirt, drives 

to the basket while Brian Cherico and Richard Pitz, 

both Class of 1968, get ready to defend.  John, who 

lives in Italy, was visiting his parents in Florida and 

was unable to attend the reunion.   Shortly after the 

reunion, Brian and Richard, who also live in Florida,  

drove from their homes to meet up with John at his 

parents’ home. 

 

Reunion Class Gifts 

The reunion classes made class gifts to Annunciation 

School of almost $2,300.  In addition, faculty spon-

sorships allowed five former faculty members to at-

tend the festivities.  We thank each of the classes for 

their generous donations: 

 Class of  Amount 

   1963     $400 

   1968     $910 

   1973     $385 

   1978     $490 

   1983     $100 

Special Florida Reunion 

June 2013 
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Order your Annunciation Alumni T-shirt or Hat!! 

     Annunciation graduate, Jim Hanifer ‘48, models the Annunciation alumni 

baseball cap that he received from the sisters of his former Crestwood neighbor 

Noel Fordrung ’49.  When Noel passed away, his sisters passed the hat along to 

Jim, who wears it proudly.  You too can identify yourself as a proud Annuncia-

tion graduate!  Order the baseball cap for $15 or an alumni T-shirt for $10, plus 

postage. 

     The baseball cap is size adjustable and T-shirts are available in large and ex-

tra-large.  Proceeds go to support our alumni program. 

     Email MTMC525@aol.com or call 914-337-3953 to place your order              

today! 

They Make a Great Gift! 

Jim Hanifer ‘48  

The Annunciator 

Knights’ Night Reflects on CYO Accomplishments 

     Knights’ Night is the year-end celebration of Annuncia-
tion CYO sports.  Many years ago, Annunciation adopted 
the knight as its mascot.  Our Knights represent us in six 
different sports, including baseball, basketball (both boys 
and girls teams), cheerleading, softball, track and volleyball.  
All but volleyball are in the CYO. 

     On May 10th, coaches shared tributes to their teams, 
players shared tributes to their coaches, the Annunciation 
CYO community celebrated this year’s successes and the 8th 
graders were acknowledged as they ended their Annuncia-
tion-playing careers.  In addition, various awards were given 
to both 8th-grade athletes and a few adults. 

     The fun night takes place in the gym and is full of memo-
ries and camaraderie.  While primarily a celebration of gradu-
ating athletes, teams who won championships this year were 

also recognized.  
They include the 
4th-grade girls 
basketball team 
(see page 29) and 
the Debs cheer-
leaders who were 
W e s t c h e s t e r 
County and New 
Y o r k  S t a t e 
Champs.  The 
varsity volleyball 
team had not yet 
won the southern 
division (see page 
29). 

     Each of the 

various teams give 
out awards that 
night.  Typical of 
these awards are 
offensive player of 
the year or defen-
sive player of the 
year.   

     One of the 
highlights of the 
evening is always 
the awarding of 
three special rec-
ognitions.  The 
DeSola Award 
was presented to Jack Ryan and Anna Conlon.  This award 
recognized the 8th grade athletes who exemplify Catholic 
character, sports achievement and community service.  The 
Donald O’Toole Award was presented to Ryan Flynn and 
Kat Vitiello, both of whom were recognized for their athletic 
achievements and leadership qualities.  The Knight’s Award 
was presented to Vincent Cavallo and Katie McLoughlin 
who were recognized as best all-around athletes. 

     In addition to these 8th-grade awards, three adults were 
recognized for their commitment to the school and CYO.  
Joann Capozzo, who has retired after twenty-nine years of 
service as cheerleading coach, was applauded for her long 
commitment to the program.  (See an article about Joann 
and Annunciation’s cheerleading tradition in the February 
2011 newsletter.)  Linda Fedrizzi was recognized for her 
leadership  of  the  school’s  successful  mock  trial  program 

                                                              Continued on page 25 

 

Alison Sohr ‘13 reads a tribute to 

Casella award winner Liz Vitiello. 

 

Varsity baseball’s defensive player 

Freddy Reichelt, and offensive player 

Jason Apostle ‘13 with their awards. 

mailto:mtmc525@aol.com?subject=Alumni%20hat%20or%20T-shirt


 

Deaths 

 

Please pray for the soul of the following deceased 
alumna: 

 

Irene Bertolini ‘83, sister of Stacey ‘90 

 

We also pray for the soul of the following parent of 
our current students: 

 

Dana Chondrogiannis, mother of Dimitri ‘21, Alexis 
‘18 and ChristaMarie ‘17 

 
 

We also pray for the souls of the following family of 
alumni: 

 
Edward J. Waters, brother of Sheila ‘58 and Nancy ‘61 

 

Fred P. Tortora, father of Fred ‘72, Peter and the late Jeffrey 
‘76 

 

Grace Kearney, mother of Robert ‘65, Kathleen ‘67, Maura 
‘69, Elizabeth ‘73, Denise ‘75 and Jennifer Megan ‘83 

 

Charles Dunn, father of Claudia ‘64, Barbara ‘65, Charles 
‘69, Lorraine ’77 and Thomas ‘79 

 

 Elisa Bianco Muller, mother of Gerald ‘61, Alexandra ‘63 
and Vanessa ‘67 

 

Lynne Ryan, mother of Kerry Jean ‘61, J. Barry ‘65 and 
Kevin ‘70 

 

Jim Smith, husband of Jennifer Basso ‘88  

 

Catherine Cotter, mother of John ‘73, Mary ‘74, William ‘76 
and Francis ‘77 

 

Edmund Sullivan, father of Edmund ‘95 and Thomas ‘97 

 

Loretta Levonick, mother of Sharon ‘66, John ‘69 and  

David ‘76 

 

Linda Vele, mother of Michael ‘91, Cynthia ‘96 and Lynette 
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which is in its 11th year.  

     Two adults were awarded the Mike Casella Parent Vol-
unteer award (see the June 2012 newsletter for an article on 
how this award was created) for the parent volunteers who 
have made a difference in the CYO program at Annuncia-
tion School.  Liz Vitiello was recognized for being a 
“backbone of volunteerism” since her children were first 
involved in CYO seven years ago. 

     Chris White ‘74 also received the Casella Award.  Chris 
was recognized for his willingness to coach a variety of 
sports.  He has coached basketball as well as 5th through 
8th grade baseball.  Chris was also instrumental in the crea-
tion of the Duffy/Wik basketball tournament and his com-
mitment to active recreation on the school’s playground. 

     Bill McLoughlin, Annunciation’s Athletic Director, 
notes that there are approximately 30 teams at the school 
with approximately 230 children participating in sports.  
This is only possible with the help of almost 120 parent 
volunteers who act as kitchen helpers, admission collectors, 
coaches, team moms and scorekeepers.  Bill says, “Knight’s 
Night is always emotional for the athletes and their parents 
with the reality that the Annunciation experience is coming 
to an end.  The end of the night video with images of the 
now graduating students as third graders makes the kids 
laugh and the parents reflect.  A personal highlight for me 
is being able to let the adult volunteers know that their time 
was appreciated by the community.” 

Astor Place Documentary 

Continued from page 17 

fer.  More than a few celebrities are regular Astor custom-
ers, including Bruce Willis, Kevin Bacon, Alec Baldwin, 
Matt Dillon, Ed Burns and his wife Christy Turlington, Vin 
Diesel and Channing Tatum. 

     John, who started working at Astor Place in 1982, says 
the documentary will be interesting in part because it is 
about one of the last family-owned businesses in the Vil-
lage.  “The barbers are also very excited about it because 
many of them are featured in the film.”  Both John and 
Paul, who began working at Astor Place in 1983, are man-
agers/owners of the shop.      

     Look for an announcement about the film screening on 
Annunciation’s Facebook page.  Information will be posted 
as soon as it is received. 

June 2013 

Knights’ Night  

https://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/29340651170/


Births 

 

Marianne Angel Bedard ‘66 has 
a new grandson, William Steele 
Reuland, who was born February 
12, 2013 in Concord, MA.  Will 
weighed in at 8lbs. 13.5oz and was 
22 inches long. This is the first 
child for Marianne’s daughter, 
Laura Reuland, and her husband, 
Paul.  They now reside on Cape Cod in East Orleans, MA. 

 

Kerri Kneip Austin ‘91 and her hus-
band, Michael, welcomed a baby girl, 
Colleen Katherine, on November 29, 
2012.  Kerri has also recently obtained 
her Connecticut and New York real 
estate licenses.  

 

Terrence Finneran ‘86 and his wife, 
Allison, welcomed their first child, 
Eleanor "Ellie" on February 8.  Ellie 
gave her parents a little scare when she 
had to spend her first week in the 
NICU, but she had been doing won-
derfully every since.  Ellie was bap-
tized at Annunciation on May 18, 2013 with her cousin, 
Rowan, daughter of Terrence’s brother, Michael ‘88. 

 

Engagements 

 

Keith McNamara ‘96 proposed to 
Lindsay Walsh on April 19, 2013 in 
Bryant Park. Family and friends met 
Keith and Lindsay at Park Avenue 
Tavern to celebrate the happy occa-
sion.  A June 2014 wedding is 
planned. 

 

Marriages 

 

Adam DiSenso ‘91 wi l l 
marry Jennifer Gagliardi of East-
chester, NY on June 22 at Annun-
ciation Church with a reception 
f o l l o w i n g  a t  M a r i n a  d e l 
Rey.  Adam’s groomsmen include 
his brother, Paul  ‘92, as best man, 

Milestone Spotlight Milestones 

and fellow ‘91 Annunciation classmates John Dealy, Brian 
Duffy, Brian Mullery and Mark Solimon.  Adam’s sister, Kristen 
DiSenso ‘96 will be a bridesmaid.   

     Both Adam and Jennifer are graduates of the University of 
Scranton,.  Adam is assistant manager of residential mortgages 
at Amalgamated Bank in New York City, while Jennifer is a 
para-legal with CBSI Financial and Marketing Services in Harri-
son, NY.  They will live in Tuckahoe, NY. 

 

Anniversaries 

 

Joanne and Richard Linderman ‘69 celebrated their 25th 
wedding anniversary on March 19.  Rich is a senior operations 
consultant with Tenet Healthcare, and he and his wife live in 
Dardenne Prairie, MO. 
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Cora and Kian Arrive! 

     Cora Lily, left, and her brother, Kian Joseph, arrived on 

April 4, 2013, at NY Presbyterian Hospital in Manhattan.  

Kian outweighed his sister, who is older by one minute, by 

just 3 ounces.   

     Cora and Kian are the first children for Annunciation’s 

Assistant Principal, Erin McHale, and her husband, Oren 

Ahoobim, who is an economist, working in international 

development focusing on energy and the environment. 

    Erin, Oren and their new arrivals live on the Upper 

West Side of Manhattan.   

The Annunciator 



1948 

 

Sister Barbara Anderson, O.P. from 
the first graduating class at Annuncia-
tion School, is celebrating her 60th 
Jubilee this year as a member of The 
Dominican Sisters of Hope, formerly 
the Newburgh Dominicans. She now 
resides at St. Patrick's Convent in 
Yorktown Heights and her e-mail ad-
dress is bandersonop@optonline.net. 

 

1954 

 

Walter Lotz says, “After having on 
our bucket list ‘Alaska,’ it is about to 
begin starting from Summerfield, FL.  
We leave in our 45 foot American 
Eagle RV for a 2 and a half month trip 
to Alaska spending 48 days in Alaska 
with a tour group highlighting salmon 
fishing, Denali National Park, panning 
for gold and many other events that 
will flow onto our Facebook page.”  

On a business front Walter’s business, 
Sens-O-Lock of America, LLC, will 
soon be providing school buses in 
NYS with its technology designed to 

Class Notes  

protect children from being transported 
by impaired school bus drivers. 
(www.sensolockamerica.com)  

 

1956 

 

Nedra Headen Ewart writes, “Last year 
was a difficult year financially with major 
big truck repairs and loss of a cow.  This 
year is starting off even more challenging 
both financially and emotionally. The 
truck needed a new transmission. We lost 
three more cows and my main guardian 
dog, Zorro, who was a fierce but very 
loving four-year-old Great Pyrenees. The 
hardest part was that he’d just gotten a 
clean bill of health at a six-month post-op 
cancer surgery; a week later the cancer 
recurred and took him in about 10 days. 

  I pray to God for peace of mind and 
heart while I work on resolving our prob-
lems.  I also need to be able to get my 
husband, Allan, out of the big truck so he 
can retire from driving to work full-time 
here on the farm with me.  So, I ask you 
all to pray for us.” 
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1961 

 

Bill Wasp will be tutoring 8th graders 
in science at Gonzales Community 
School in Santa Fe, NM this summer.  
He is looking for a teaching job for the 
fall, hopefully with 3rd or 4th  graders. 

 

1968 

 

Anne Gavaghan Cantrel graduated 
from The Ursuline School.  She then 
attended Catholic University where she 
began working on Capitol Hill as a stu-
dent and continued after graduation.  
She first worked for the congressman 
representing her district and then his 
successor.  She later worked for the 
Senate Committee on Commerce, Sci-
ence & Transportation, where she met 
her husband, Frank, and then 
the Senate Finance Committee.  She 
left “the Hill” in 1985 to become a gov-
ernment relations representative for a 
health care company until she left the 
workforce to raise their two daughters, 
Katherine and Madeleine and their son, 
Joe.                       Continued on page 28 

Keep Us in Mind! 

If you have a bit of news to share—a birth, marriage, anniversary, en-

gagement, job change or other fun life event, please drop us a line 

and send us a photo! 

 

If you have a change of email or mailing address, please let us know. 

We don’t want to lose touch! 

 

All information can be emailed to MTMC525@aol.com.   

Please don’t forget to include your full name and year of graduation. 

June 2013 

mailto:bandersonop@optonline.net
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     Anne re-entered the work force 
seven  years  ago and is an executive 
director for a private foundation pro-
viding grants to health and human 
service and arts organizations.  She 
and Frank live in Chevy Chase, MD. 

 

1970 

 

Suzanne Babajko reports that her 
parents, Eleanor and Dominick Baba-
jko, former Crestwood residents, have 
recently moved to Austin, TX.  The 

move has 
t a k e n 
t h e m 
closer to 
t h e i r 
daughter 
J e a n i n e 
‘77, who 
now lives 

in Austin with her husband and fam-
ily. Eleanor and Dominick’s other 
children reside in Tuckahoe,  NY  
(Stephanie ‘83),  Phoenix, AZ 
(Suzanne ‘70), and Croatia (Richard 
‘72).  In addition to family visits, the 
couple enjoys the occasional dance 
together, having for many years trav-
eled the country to take part in Zy-
deco and Cajun dance festivals. 

 

1972 

 

As a follow up to last edition’s article 
on graduates in the health care indus-
try, Dr. Jeanne Marconi notes that 
there are many Crestwood connec-
tions in her practice. Some of the 
practice’s employees are former Crest-
wood residents.  Joanne Ingino 
Mirchin and her daughters, Jenna and 
Sara, who were both Annunciation 
students prior to their family’s move 
to Connecticut, all work for the prac-
tice.  Joanne is secretary for the prac-
tice’s pediatric endocrinologist, while 
Jenna is working as the billing supervi-

Class Notes Continued from page 27 
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sor and Sara, who is studying to be a 
nurse, works as a medical assistant.  In 
addition, Kim Tancora, wife of Vincent 
Tancora ‘72, is Jeanne’s administrative 
assistant.  Elizabeth Broncati, wife of 
Anthony Broncati ‘74, has done con-
sulting for the medical practice.  And 
finally, Joe Cotter ‘72 owns the building 
where the practice is located.   Jeanne 
also notes that she has a number of 
children as patients who are the chil-
dren of Annunciation graduates and/or 
former Crestwood residents. As Jeanne 
notes, “We have our own little Crest-
wood right here in Connecticut.” 

 

1978 

 

Brian Lilly is the owner of Labrador 
Custom Builders in Scarsdale, NY. He 
previously worked for Lehrer 
McGovern Bovis in both Europe and 
the United States.  Brian has his bache-
lor’s degree in civil engineering from 
Manhattan College and a graduate de-
gree in construction management from 
NYU. 

     He and his wife, Brenda, have two 
children.  Brian Jr. is 12 years old and 
Virginia is nine.  The family also has a 
Cavalier King Charles Spaniel named 
Callie.  Brian coached Scarsdale Little 
League for 5 years but is now a pas-
sionate spectator parent at AAU, CYO 
and rec basketball tournaments, as well 
as travel and recreational softball fields. 

 

2009 

Members of the class were recently 

reunited at The Ursuline School’s sen-
ior prom.  (L-R) Billy Trizano, Sara 
Granda, Brianna Lamadore, Mary 
Kilduff, Amanda Joao, Tiffany 
McAuliffe and Paul Meara posed 
prior to the prom.   

 

Congratulations also goes to Billy Tri-
zano who will be playing lacrosse next 
year at Franklin & Marshall.  Billy 
graduated from Iona Prep in May. 

 

2002 

 

Sean Grogan graduated with an MBA 
from SUNY Albany on May 19.  His 
degree is in human resources informa-
tion systems, and he is currently look-
ing for a job in this field. 

 

Faculty 

 

Now known as Mrs. Quayat, the for-
mer Ms. Diane Giglia (Annunciation 
1971-1980, 4th Grade) writes, “Hi!! 
Thirty-three years ago I was happily 
teaching 4th grade at Annunciation 
School.  Since 
that time I 
have moved 
to Dennis, 
MA (Cape 
Cod) with my 
husband.  I 
now have a 
son who is 31 
years old and 
l i v e s  i n 
B r o o k l y n .  
Currently, I am teaching 7th and 8th 
grade language arts at Mashpee Middle 
School with no plans of retiring. I miss 
and fondly remember my nine years at 
Annunciation School—certainly the 
BEST job I ever had.  We are all so 
very blessed to have had Annunciation 
in our lives.” 

The Annunciator 

 

 



     Annunciation School has 
both a varsity (7th and 8th 
grade) and a junior varsity (5th 
and 6th grade) volleyball team.  
The volleyball program is in its 
8th year and this year includes a 
total of  thirty-five girls on the 
two teams.  In addition, a vol-
leyball clinic was held in January 
for 4th and 5th graders to intro-
duce them to the sport. 

     The varsity team has had 
outstanding success this year, 
going 17-1 in their regular sea-
son which resulted in their win-
ning the south division for the 
first time.  The best finish prior 
to this year was in 2011 when 
the team finished 3rd in the league.  Included on the team 
are Katie Finneran, daughter of Tim Finneran ‘81, Kate 
McMahon, daughter of John McMahon ‘78, and Eleanor 
and Anna Conlon, daughters of John Conlon ‘77.  Co-
coached by Eileen McElroy, Eileen Brennan Conlon and 
Maryann Caiazzo with assistance by Brianna McElroy ‘10 
and Delia Conlon ‘11, the team then advanced to the 
championship rounds for the Youth Volleyball League. 

     The Youth Volleyball League is devoted to the devel-
opment of volleyball through instruction in skills and tech-

Volleyball Team Has Stellar Season 
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niques, participation in 
competition and the 
encouragement of team-
work and sportsman-
ship.  Thirteen schools 
in the Bronx and West-
chester compete in the 
varsity league with An-
nunciation playing each 
team in the south divi-
sion twice and each team 
in the north division 
once.  Their sole loss in 
the regular season came 
at the hands of St. 
Clare’s in the Bronx. 

     Annunciation’s var-
sity volleyball team is full 

of great athletes.  Most of the girls play at least one other 
sport in addition to volleyball.  Some play multiple sports 
during the volleyball season, including AAU basketball, 
travel soccer and Hillcrest Lakers lacrosse.  At Knights; 
Night (see page 24), three girls were singled out for their 
performance this year.  Eleanor Conlon was awarded Best 
Setter.  Kat Vitiello was awarded Best Hitter, and Kate 
McMahon was awarded Best Server. 

       Following  the  regular   season,  Annunciation  beat  St. 

                                                                   Continued on page 31 
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Congratulations to our Two-Time  

Westchester/Putnam CYO Basketball Champions! 

Annunciation’s 4th grade basketball team won the CYO 
Girls Gidget Division championship, defeating St. Patrick’s 
of Armonk 22-12 in early March.  The team had advanced to 
the championship round after defeating Sacred Heart of 
Dobbs Ferry in double overtime 21-20 a week earlier.  The 
same team was Westchester/Putnam CYO champion last 
year too. 

 

Front row L-R: Mikaela Walsh, Lauren Martyn (daughter of 
Tom Martyn ‘83), Caroline Conlon (daughter of John Con-
lon ‘77), Amanda Dolis, Grace Sullivan 

 

Back row L-R: Assistant Coach Chris Sullivan Jr. ‘07, Regina 
Potenza, Sarah Bergen, Jeanine Longo, Assistant Coach 
Mike Potenza, Head Coach Chris Sullivan 

 

Annunciation’s champion varsity volleyball team. 
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Annunciation CYO Mourns the Loss of Two Long-Time Coaches 

     This past year, Annunciation Parish and School mourned 
the deaths of two long-time CYO coaches whose combined 
tenure in the parish’s CYO program totaled almost thirty-
five years.  Both men were larger than life in their own spe-
cial ways and both made lasting impressions on the young 
men that they coached at Annunciation. 

     William Dealy passed away in December 2012 at the age 
of 66.  He was the father of William ‘87, Cliff ‘90, John ‘91 
and Danielle ‘94 and a coach of Annunciation basketball for 
high school aged boys for approximately fifteen years.  Not 
long after Bill’s death, the parish and school were again 
shocked to learn of the untimely death of another beloved 
former CYO coach.  Mike DeSola passed away in January 
2013 at the age of 68.  He was the father of Michele ‘80, Mi-
chael ‘82, Damian ‘88, Thomas ‘90 and Ryan ‘96 as well as 
the grandfather of JT ‘07, Macklin ‘12, and Mackenzie ‘15. 

     Bill Dealy’s sons recently 
shared a few memories about 
their father as a coach—things 
that every boy who had ever 
played for Coach Dealy can 
relate to.  “Dealy Ball and Wild 
Bill.  Our Dad loved coaching, 
competition, and being the 
underdog, but what he loved 
most of all about CYO basket-
ball at Annunciation was being 
around his teams.  He enjoyed 
the conversations and the ca-
maraderie with his players 
more than the games.”   

     They recalled, “when he would lecture the team at half-
time about partying too much even though we were up by 
30 points, calling one of his players a ‘Wackadacka,’ referring 
to Crestwood as the ‘center of the universe,’ the way he 
would sometimes remind us that we were getting fat and out 
of shape from our extracurricular activities, and how he 
would occasionally participate in practice—dominating the 
boards (in his mind) and referring to himself as a 50’s throw-
back player—Jungle Jim Loscutoff!” 

     They continued, “As much as Bill enjoyed coaching bas-
ketball, his real joy as a coach was getting to know his teams 
on a personal level, acting as a mentor and being there as a 
friend.  He let his teams play to their strengths.  He was un-
conventional in his approach, but he always knew what was 
most important – having fun.  No one enjoyed being a part 
of Dealy Ball more than Wild Bill.  He will be missed by his 
family, friends, and the players he coached throughout the 
years.  Sign the book. GERONIMO!  (Bill’s signature call 

for a press during a game.)” 

          Mike DeSola coached from the late 1970s until the 
late 1990s.  Mike coached boys baseball, coaching both the 
JV and Varsity where he won league titles, as well as coach-
ing 6th, 7th and 8th grade basketball.  He will always be re-
membered for lots of life lessons, numerous championships 
and one special motto: “Make Magic!”   

     Mike’s son, Ryan ‘96, spoke about his father.  “It wasn’t 
so much about the sport he was coaching, as it was about 
teaching life lessons.  He taught us to overcome impossible 
odds, how to be a stand-up 
man and how to be a ‘good 
guy’.  He made kids genu-
inely believe in themselves, 
some for the first time in 
their lives.  My father made 
you find the magic inside 
you.  For a lot of kids that 
magic didn’t yet exist, but 
he would help kids find it 
and take that with them 
into tough situations in 
their lives.”    

     Ryan also reflected on 
what being a dedicated 
coach was all about.  “My 
father’s dedication to me, my siblings and Annunciation was 
beyond strong.  He was running a business, traveling all over 
the country and would still never miss a practice.” 

     John Duffy, father of Brian ‘91, Kevin ‘95, Caitlin ‘97, 
Kara ‘97 and the late Christopher ‘92, was the Athletic Di-
rector at Annunciation from 1984 to 1996 when both of 
these men were coaching.  John said, “I was deeply sad-
dened by the passing of both Bill and Mike.  I knew both of 
them and their families for decades and considered them 
good friends.  Despite their busy careers, and their own fam-
ily commitments, they both had an extraordinary commit-
ment to the youth of the community and wanted every child 
to succeed.” 

     John reflected on Bill’s leadership.  “I met Bill shortly 
after I moved into Crestwood in 1978.  Bill’s enthusiasm for 
life was infectious.  While Bill loved to compete and wanted 
to win, as all coaches do, losing seemed to bother him less 
than almost any coach I knew.  What was important to Bill 
was competing, living life to the fullest and having a good  
time.  He took great joy in watching not only his own chil-
dren develop and compete, but also every youngster in the  
neighborhood.   Bill’s  philosophy  in coaching probably was 

                                                                Continued on page 31 
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not much different than his philosophy in life ‘not always 
right, but never in doubt’.”                                                                  

     John became Athletic Director of Annunciation’s CYO 
program after Mike DeSola had already been coaching for a 
number of years.  John said, “I really got to know Mike 
when Monsignor Clark asked me to run the sports pro-
gram.  Mike was already one of the coaches, and I quickly 
became one of his biggest fans.  Mike was serious about 
getting the most out of his players.  His teams, as a conse-
quence, typically did very well.  However,  it was not a ‘win 
at all costs’ philosophy.  Mike made certain all the boys 
were involved and took time to figure out what special at-
tribute each child had and how he could utilize that attrib-
ute to contribute to the team’s success.  By doing so, he 
would make each boy feel better about himself.” 

     John continued, “While Mike’s basketball teams were 
very successful, I thought Mike’s brilliance as a coach and 
mentor was even more pronounced on the baseball dia-
mond.  How he got young boys to focus and believe in 
themselves was a pleasure to watch and appreciate.” 

     John summed up the impact of losing these two men.  
“The loss of these two individuals is really a loss to the 
community, but their legacy lives on in the impact they 
made on many lives.” 
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Casimir’s of Yonkers on May 21 to advance to the final tour-
nament   which  was  held   at  Cardinal  Spellman  High 
School on Saturday, May 25.  In the first round of the tour-
nament,  number one seeded Annunciation beat St. 
Theresa’s of Briarcliff Manor to advance to the champion-
ship round against St. Clare’s. 

     Annunciation’s team remained focused and the coaches 
reminded the girls of their hard work and improvement 
through the year.  They encouraged the team to rely on their 
skills and not to focus on anything but getting the next 
point.  In the end, Annunciation was able to beat St. Clare’s 
for the final time, 
in two straight 
games by scores 
of 25-21 and 25-
15, clinching the 
champ ionsh ip 
and ending their 
season 20-1.  The 
team returned to 
Annunciation's 
gym for a cele-
bration after the 
tournament. 
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The City of Yonkers proclaimed May 30, 

2013 “Joann Cappozo Day” in honor of 

Joann’s twenty-nine years as cheerleading 

coach at Annunciation.  Joann retired at 

the end of this cheerleading season, but 

not before coaching her team to another 

Westchester County and New York State 

championship.  In this photo, the Annun-

ciation team stands on the steps of City 

Hall with Mayor Michael Spano (second 

row, right), Councilman Michael Breen 

(second row, left) and council members 

Wilson Terrero, Michael Sabatino and 

John Larkin.  Joann, second row right, is 

holding the proclamation. 

The City of Yonkers Recognizes Joann Capozzo and Annunciation 

School’s Cheerleaders 

The team jumps for joy after scoring the 

winning point. 

Annunciation Mourns Coaches 


